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Proceed normally.

Add the label immediately.

 Read the retraction notice 
and surrounding context.

 Gather additional 
information if needed.

Do you want to cite a 
retracted paper?

Is the paper clearly 
marked RETRACTED in 

your reference list?

Do you understand why 
it was retracted?

After reviewing the methods, 
data, and reasoning: Is the 

scientific content relevant to 
your argument?

Does the retraction undermine 
the scientific validity of the part 

you want to use?

Can you justify 
— transparently — 

why you are using it?

Do not cite.

Do not use it as evidence.

Then you should not rely on it.

Doc. No.: SG-IRCRS-26-01-01

      ScienceGuardiansTM distinguishes three ethical levels of citing retracted literature:

Level 1 — Contextual mention
Used only to describe history or debate.
→ No reliance on findings.

Level 2 — Conditional support
Findings considered, but explicitly accompanied by discussion of caveats and retraction circumstances.

Level 3 — Affirmed support
Author concludes — and argues transparently — that the science remains robust and should be 
considered valid evidence despite retraction.

Will you clearly
disclose this justification

in the manuscript?

Fabrication? Methods dispute? 
Authorship conflict? Administrative 
issue? Pressure? Ethics? etc.

With a short statement such as:
- “Retraction relates to authorship/legal dispute; scientific 
analysis remains robust.”
- “Errors were peripheral and do not affect the results 
cited.”
- “Independent replications support the core findings.”

> RETRACTED: Author – Title – Journal – Year>

   

In text, briefly explain:
> “We cite Smith et al. (RETRACTED) 
because the retraction concerns 
administrative issues and does not affect 
the dataset relevant to our analysis.”

How can you use the retracted paper?

Example: data fabrication, 
core dataset missing, 
statistics unusable.

You may mention it 
historically only, clearly 
marked as retracted (Level 1).

   

Revise until disclosure 
is explicit.

Mandatory format for citing 
a retracted study in the reference list:

RETRACTED: Smith, J., et al. Title of article. 
*Journal*. 2018;12(4):111–120.


