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I need to reuse a figure/table

Check figure/table copyright and journal 
policies to avoid Self-Plagiarism 

Are you reusing
 your own previously 

published
 figure/table?

Reuse of Figures and Tables
Doc. No.: SG-RFT-25-02-01

 Is a permission 
needed for 

reusing your 
own work?

Ensure proper 
attribution: Cite the 

original work and 
explicitly state any 

modifications made.
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Reuse of Figures and Tables
Doc. No.: SG-RFT-25-02-01

There is no universal percentage for modification that makes a figure or 
table qualify as "adapted" rather than a direct reuse requiring permission. 
However, best practices suggest that at least 30-50% of the content 
should be significantly changed to qualify as "adapted."

Substantial modifications include:

• Rearranging or reorganizing data (e.g., changing the table 
structure or axis labels)
• Altering visual presentation (e.g., using a different graph 
type, changing colors, annotations)
• Merging data from multiple sources to create a new 
interpretation
• Adding or removing key elements that change the figure’s 
original context

Not sufficient for 
adaptation:

• Only minor color 
changes or formatting 
adjustments
• Translating labels 
without altering content
• Slight resizing or 
repositioning of elements

* Permission Request Procedure
For articles published by different publishers, look for terms like “permissions” or “rights” in 
the publication’s website. Most requests will be processed through the Copyright Clearance 
Center: https://s100.copyright.com. Below are the exact locations where you can find 
information on permissions and rights for some major academic publishers:

Science & Science family journals: Under Information & Authors (represented by an 
exclamation mark icon) / Permissions
Nature & Nature family journals: Under Rights and permissions / Reprints and 
permissions
Springer: Under Rights and permissions / Reprints and permissions
Wiley: Under TOOLs menu / Request Permission
Elsevier: Get rights and content
Taylor & Francis: Reprints & Permissions
American Chemical Society (ACS): Request reuse permissions
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC): Under Permissions / Request permissions
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** Adaptation Rules

Rule of Thumb

• If the core message, structure, and data presentation remain identical, 
it is still a reproduction and requires permission.

• If the modifications result in a fundamentally different way of presenting 
the information, the work should be labeled as 'Adapted from [the 
original work]' with proper citation.

Attribution : Properly 
crediting the original 
creator of a figure or 
table when reusing or 
adapting it. This usually 
includes citing the source 
and specifying any 
modifications made.

Self-Plagiarism : The reuse of one’s own 
previously published work without proper 
citation or permission, which can mislead 
readers into thinking it is new content. 

CC License : 
A public copyright 
license that allows 
authors to grant 
permission for their 
work to be shared, 
reused, or modified 
under specific 
conditions. Different 
types of CC licenses 
dictate whether 
attribution is required, 
whether modifications 
are allowed, and 
whether commercial 
use is permitted. Most 
Open Access  content is 
licensed under Creative 
Commons, but always 
check the specific 
license type. For more 
details, visit https://
creativecommons.org/
licenses/.

Request permission* from the copyright holder

Copyright Holder : The individual or organization that 
owns the legal rights to a figure or table. If the work 
is copyrighted, explicit permission must be obtained 
before reuse unless covered by fair use or a Creative 
Commons license.

In the figure/table caption, cite the 
original work and include: 'With 

permission from [Publisher]; ©[Year 
of original publication].' If available, 

also include the License Number.

Modify sufficiently to make it qualify as Adapted.** 
Cite the original work by clearly mentioning it at the 
end of the figure/table caption: "Adapted from [the 

original work]".

Permission denied 
or no response 

Even if the author created the original 
figure or table, some publishers and 
journals may require explicit permission or 
significant modification before reuse.

Public Domain : Works 
that are not protected by 
copyright and can be 
freely used, modified, and 
distributed by anyone 
without permission. 
Examples include 
government publications 
and works with expired 
copyrights.

Is it public 
domain or under 

a Creative 
Commons (CC) 

license?
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